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PRESIDENT’S REPORT, Ken Bodden: ‘The Christmas season is upon us and for club 
members that means thinking about what new gear we need but also the Jan 13th AGM (7:00pm) 
at the Jefferson Armouries ~ 11630 -109 Street. This is the most important meeting of the year. It’s 
the time when we select new executive and set the agenda for the club for the coming year. January 
13 will be your opportunity to influence our club direction and continued presence in the Edmonton 
angling scene and towards meeting the needs of our members. Make a point to get out to either elect 
new or old members to the executive and to express your views on the programs you want to see the 
club pursue in the coming year. There’s a proxy voting form at the end of this newsletter if you 
cannot make the meeting. 
 It looks like a challenging year for the club, and we want your input. More importantly consider 
working on the executive to help steer our way through a cloudier future. Duties of Executive 
members are in Appendix B to the club bylaws  
Agenda: 

• Directors reports 
• Election of 2026 Executive 
• New business 
• Aeration request to Village 
• Old business 
• Spring cleanup, and dock, removal and extension 
• Sportsman Show booth 
• Raffle 
• Village request for help with a carp fishing derby 

 
I would hope we can have a frank discussion on the future of the club. The current decline in 
water levels in the Edmonton area lakes, and its impact on the trout fisheries have emphasized the 
need to evaluate the emphasis that the club will focus on in future years if water levels continuing to 
drop. The viability of maintaining a property on Spring Lake becomes an issue, both in terms of costs 
and any real benefit to club members. This will force club activities to shift towards our main purpose 
which is to promote trout fisheries in general and angling opportunities rather than maintaining 
property on Spring Lake itself. Are we prepared to stop being property owners and focus on trout? 
Our long history with Spring Lake is a strong influence on how we operate. If we divest ourselves of 
the properties, are we strong enough to continue or should we be considering merging with other like 
minds? 
 
The Village of Spring Lake is considering hosting a carp fishing tournament. They are not 
aware of the provincial regulations that apply to tournaments and derbies. They are considering 
awarding prizes for the event. They want to encourage anglers to remove carp from the lake. They 
have requested the help and assistance of the Trout Club in promoting this event. This is potentially a 
problem from the perspective that we don’t want to see the efforts of those who introduced the 
species into the lake rewarded by having the species promoted or highlighted. We do not want to see 

 



a carp fishery established in the lake. When introductions of invasive species in other provinces 
affected their stocked trout fisheries, regulations have been introduced to address the problem. Some 
jurisdictions have opened up regulations to allow unlimited harvest, while in the case of BC, the lakes 
with introduced perch or bass have been closed to all fishing. It’s a delicate balance between wanting 
the fish removed and rewarding those that have illegally created the fishery. 
It will be interesting to see what the presence of the carp will have on angler success as well as the 
number of anglers showing up compared to previous years. Club members are encouraged to record 
and report their observations to the executive or newsletter. This information may influence decisions 
made on the future management of the lake. The presence of the carp or other invasive species into 
stock trout waters is a concern that has not been addressed in existing regulations. While it is illegal 
to transport live fish between water bodies, the likelihood of conviction is slight. The number of water 
bodies being affected is growing. This will have effect on the quality of the fisheries and the 
importance of the hatchery system. The government has invested a large amount of money recently 
in improving the hatchery systems and that investment is in jeopardy if the rate of introductions 
continues. Cardiff Lake north of the city is a prime example where introduced species now include 
crappie, smallmouth bass, crayfish, Prussian carp, and yellow perch. Yet it continues to be stocked 
with tiger and rainbow trout. How effective these stockings are in light of the competition in the lake 
hasn’t been being assessed. The province will need to address this issue before it not only 
affects isolated stock trout waters, but larger native species in lakes such as Wabamun, Pigeon etc. 
 
This fall the Edmonton Area has experienced record low levels of precipitation. This does 
not 
bode well for water levels in many of the Trout Lakes in the area, particularly Spring at last report 
in the fall. The water was no longer touching the dock. It is not possible to launch a boat on 
Hasse either.   
With the arrival of the cold weather this week, it is expected that ice will form on most of the larger 
lakes in early December. Historically Pigeon Lake did not freeze over with enough ice for foot traffic 
until the middle of December. Spring Lake will have frozen by now other than the aerated area but 
members are cautioned to be careful when venturing out on 
early ice. 
 
Speaking of Aeration, Gaetan Richard, with the assistance 
of members, has installed four aerators on the lake. These are 
operational and have kept the water open since October. Once 
the ice is thick enough, we need to install a snow fence barrier 
around the open water and put up signs to keep the public out. 
We need volunteers to contact Gaeten - funoutdoors@live.ca - 
if they are available to help in early December, it requires two 
days of activity, one to drill the holes and set the posts, the second to install the fencing. This takes 
roughly 2 to 3 hours each day. 
 
Suggestions are needed to help in setting the programs, speakers or workshops that we 
hold in the coming year. This is where you ask the silly questions and there are no silly questions. 
For example, I think a workshop or short presentation on the care and maintenance of 
fishing gear would be useful. We have time over winter to repair renew and replace fly rods, reels 
and flies. How do members handle fly lines? Are they removed from reels and how are they 
marked to keep track of style, weight etc? When do you replace? Do you have to do anything 
special for fly rods? Where can you get repairs done locally? ‘    Ken Bodden, President, ETFC. 
 
 



MEMBERSHIP for 2026 – Your 2025 membership in ETFC and in the Alberta Wildlife 
Federation (AEF) expires on Dec 31st, 2025, along with the insurance coverage that AWF 
provides. If you’re planning to renew your membership, please do so as soon as possible. 
Details on how to do so have been sent out by email from our membership director. If you’re 
planning to enter the property to ice fish, the current gate code will still be used until February 
1st. 2026.  Members will be contacted with the new number code before it’s needed. 
 
 
UPDATE FROM THE AWF FISHERIES CHAIR - At the last AWF 
Fisheries Caucus Meeting, Dr. Paul Venturelli, Assoc. Professor of 
Fisheries at Ball State University, gave a presentation on “The 
importance of angler apps and large fish to the sustainability of our 
recreational fisheries." Darryl Smith, provided some ’take aways’: 
 
 

 angling apps which focus on citizen science show promise in providing data to help inform 
fisheries management decision making. Major issues to resolve is reluctance of fisheries 
mangers/researchers to use the data and recreational anglers’ willingness to participate in the 
data collection. A Canadian developed app, MY Catch, shows promise as it bridges the social 
and citizen science aspects of angling apps into a common platform. 

 test netting while widely used, needs to be supported by mark recapture studies as variability 
between waterbodies, net location, season, climatic variables, catchability and many others all 
reduce data certainty and comparability. This emphasises that long term trend data is more 
important than single test netting results. Angler apps have ability to fill in gaps within current 
data set. 

 the presence of large fish is extremely important to the sustainability of recreational fisheries. 
There are many impacts if fish cannot live and grow to expected age. These include genetics, 
reduced fecundity, stunting, population decline and reduced angler satisfaction. Current 
angling regulations, high angling pressure and preference by anglers to retain large fish are 
issues that need to be addressed if large fish are to be present in an ecosystem. Limited 
retention limits with harvest slots hold promise as they provide for harvest opportunity plus fish 
being able to grow to larger sizes. Minimum size limits, unless low angling pressure, are 
unlikely to provide the environment that will allow for larger fish in a population. 

 
Transfer of Authority from DFO to Alberta re. Canada Fisheries Act :  meetings between 
the Hunting and Fishing Branch and the Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) are planned for 
November related to this issue. As per Government of Canada policy, before transfer could occur 
there will be need for indigenous consultations. This will delay ability of the Hunting and Fishing 
Branch to begin consultations with the sport fishing community. Concerned recreational anglers 
fishing for native and naturalized trout have been advocating for changes to regulations that would 
reduce incidental mortality from catch and release, increase habitat protection, and provide greater 
focus on education, primarily related to managing cold water fisheries (trout, Arctic grayling, mountain 
whitefish). 
 
 
FROM ‘MY WILD ALBERTA’ - starting in 2026, Class A and Class B Special Harvest Licences 
(SHL) for walleye will no longer be part of the draw process— they’ll be sold over the counter 
 
 



2026 EDMONTON BOAT AND SPORTSMENS SHOW  - we need to confirm soon whether we 
will again operate a booth at the to be held at the Edmonton Convention Center from March 19 to 22. 
To do so we need sufficient volunteers to cover the 4 days of the show. Please consider volunteering 
and if so let us know (even if only tentatively at this time) that you’ll plan to be able to help out.  

communications@edmontontrout.ca 
 

RAINBOW TROUT (Oncorhynchus mykiss) is the trout species most familiar to ETFC members 
and other Albertans but (with one exception) they’re not native to Alberta. Their native range is the 
eastern Pacific Ocean coast ranging from northwest Mexico to Alaska and fresh-water bodies west of 
the Rocky Mountains.  

Apparently due to their popularity among sport 
anglers, their relatively fast growth rate and 
ease of raising in a hatchery, California started 
raising them in hatcheries back in 1870. U.S. 
agencies then introduced rainbows to the Great 
Lakes six years later. Other countries wanted 
them too and began to raise them for stocking 
in rivers and lakes in the late 1800s. They’re 
now  the most widely introduced salmonid 
species worldwide, having been transplanted to 

99 countries and all continents (except Antarctica). In some regions, however, they’re still looked 
upon in much the same way as we label Prussian carp – invasive!! They compete with native fish and 
hybridize with other trout species. I suspect, however, that we’d vote to keep them. 

The ’exception’ referred to above is Alberta’s own Athabasca Rainbow. According to Transactions 
of the American Fisheries Society,  March 1994, the Athabasca rainbow trout appear to have been 
reproductively isolated for at least 
64,000 years, possibly in an inland 
refuge in southwest Alberta. They’re 
probably best left alone, however, as 
they’ve shown severe declines from 
historical abundances and are ranked 
as ‘threatened’ under the 
provincial Wildlife Act, and as 
‘endangered’ by the national Committee 
on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in 
Canada. 

ALBERTA WILDLIFE FEDERATION ANNUAL REPORT – President Paul Short’spp report is 
available in full by emailing communications@edmontontrout.ca. 
Here’s just a few of the highlights: 

 there are 13,738 (03/10/25) current members in 58 Affiliated Clubs, plus 200 Direct members. 
2 new clubs (Cardston (41), Mighty Peace (206)) joined this year. A couple of smaller clubs 
folded as they did not have enough members or volunteers interested in taking over key roles. 
Most of those members joined neighboring clubs or became direct members. Overall 
membership has remained stable over the last year. 

 Member benefits expanded with Part Source partnership (discount program); we continued the 
relationship with Marks, and are in negotiations to add others  



 2024-2025 Budget Update:  unaudited as yet but gives a financial snapshot: Revenue  
$635,182 - down 14% from last year but the government of Alberta owes us $100,000. 
Expenses 794,700 - down1% .  We anticipate a challenging provincial budget in the year 
ahead and have reflected that in the grant category. We will work with the Ministry of Forestry 
and Parks to establish a multi-year operational grant in the new fiscal year. We are anticipating 
cost savings in IT systems and professional services as the new audit firm will save us around 
$15,000-20,000 annually. Other expenses are expected to increase with inflation.  

 Alberta Habitat Fund: 50,000 acres in habitat conservation. Acquired a road allowance from 
Strathcona County in partnership with ACA, adding to our habitat bank. 

 CEO will be creating 3 new advisory committees to support Revenue Generation, Membership 
Growth, and Engagement Events.  

 AWF has signed an agreement with Canadian Wildlife Federation to become a founding 
partner on the new Canadian Centre for Nature Based Education that CWF is unveiling at the 
end of October. 
 

MINISTRY RESPONSE TO ALBERTA WILDLIFE FEDERATION 2025 RESOLUTIONS 

(regarding Fisheries): 

 AWF request - that the Alberta Ministry of Forestry and Parks maximize efforts in our 
provincial fish hatcheries with traditional fish species such as rainbow trout, brook trout and 
arctic grayling to increase our stocking program to enhance fishing opportunities.  

 Response: As part of its fisheries strategy, Forestry and 
Parks is working to maximize angling opportunities for 
stocked fish in Alberta. This includes all species traditionally 
raised and stocked in the province. Renovations to the 
Raven Brood Trout Station in 2025 resulted in a slight 
reduction in capacity for this calendar year. However, 
production is expected to increase once renovations are 
complete. Alberta currently does not have an arctic grayling 
brood stock program. We appreciate the feedback and will 
revisit whether grayling present a future stocking opportunity. 
 

 AWF request - that the Alberta Ministry of Forestry and Parks reduce the daily 
catch/possession limit rate at Spring Lake (West of Stony Plain) from five (5) trout daily, to two 
(2) trout daily.  

 Response: Thank you for this feedback. Stakeholder input is valued when developing 
management objectives and fishing regulations for the province. We have noted your 
suggestion for consideration in the 2026 sportfishing regulations. 
 
 

CHRISTMAS SALE at the Fishin’ Hole stores – on now – 196 special deals!  

Contributions to and  suggestions for the next newsletter gratefully accepted at the 
email below. However, we need someone to take over the task of putting it all together 
as I’m retiring from the role as of Dec 31st.  

Let us know if you’re willing to take on the job (initial help available) and if there’s anything 
you’d like to ask or suggest -   communications@edmontontrout.ca 
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PROXY FORM 

EDMONTON TROUT FISHING CLUB  -  Annual General Meeting to be held Tuesday, January 
13, 2026, at 7:00 PM (MDT) at Jefferson Armories 

I hereby appoint Ken Bodden, President, or failing him, Ron Storrier, Vice-President, or instead of 
either of the foregoing, _____________________________________ as my proxy to attend and act at the 2026 
Annual General Meeting of the members of the ETFC to be held on the 13th day of January, 2026 (or 
at any adjournment or adjournments of that meeting), in the same manner, to the same extent and 
with the same power as if I were present, subject to the following directions/imitations: 

_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
To vote at this meeting or to appoint a proxy you must have been a member of ETFC in good 
standing during 2025 or have become a member of ETFC prior to signing this proxy form.   Dated the 
________________ day of ______________________________20_____ 

________________________________________                                ___________________________________         
Name(please print)                                                                     Signature 

Please return this form in person or electronically to one of the following: President Ken Bodden 
ken.bodden@gmail.com  or  Vice-President Ron Storrier fisher.man@tic.ab.ca 


