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FLYCASTER     
       June 2024          

 

                     

June 

Caddis             
 

UPCOMING CLUB MEETINGS: 
JUNE 15th Barbeque at the Property and ‘Take Other Members Out in Your Boat’ 
Day – details will be finalized and sent out to all as soon as a reliable weather forecast 
is available. Will be holding the draw for the Rod Raffle that day too, come rain or shine. 

And until October, when meetings at the Armouries will resume, there’s no other 
meetings planned - hopefully we’ll all be out on some stream, lake or ocean catching a 
few fish in the next few months. 

ETFC NEWS: 

 Boat Storage  -  there’s still a few boats at the property 
without identifying stickers. If one’s yours, please contact 
Jacqueline at communications@edmontontrout.ca    We 
don’t want to consider your boat as ‘abandoned’. 

 
 Fire Ban within Spring Lake Village  - the Village has announced that no outdoor 

fires are permitted until further notice, including screened fire pits, burn 
barrels/incinerators, recreational fire pits and charcoal briquette barbecues. Only 
gas and propane appliances such as barbecues, stoves and fire pits are allowed. 
All fire permits are suspended or canceled, and no new fire permits will be issued.  

 
 Boat Launch - Larry and Michael, and with some help from Ken, have been seen 

working on a boat-roller system down by the pier to make launching a little easier.  
 

 Dead Trees – Four of them on the property that looked like they might fall on our or 
the neighbours’ property. Michael Suiah, exec. member and owner of MMT 
Construction, looked after the problem for us. Thanks, Michael! 
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ALBERTA WILDLIFE FEDERATION (AWF) NEWS: 

 Here it is:  

     The officially approved new logo:   

 

 AWF annual wildlife awards banquet: 

Ken Bodden attended the 60th AWF awards banquet on May 
25 in Olds, Alberta. ETFC currently sponsors the award given 
for the largest trout taken on a fly. This year’s winner, 
Brendan Oskam, from Coledale, won the award for a 77.47cm 
bull trout caught on the Oldman River on a 3-inch red, black 
and white cone head streamer. The fish was released into the 
deep back eddy in which it had been holding. Brendan also 
won the Alberta awards for largest Brook Trout, Brown Trout 
and Golden Trout.  

Your executive is currently reviewing our sponsorship of the award for the largest trout 
taken on a fly. Is this sponsorship in line with our objectives or would the money be 
better spent promoting youth or first-time anglers, for example? Interestingly, Brendan 
thought a shift toward promoting youth and angling in general would be a good idea, 
despite winning 5 awards! 

FISH and FISHING: 

 Member Reports - the objective of the club is ‘to provide for a community in 
which members may develop their angling knowledge and skills' so please share 
your fishing experiences - what worked, what didn’t etc.- throughout the summer 
– good and not so good. We won’t use your name without your permission. Email 
us at etfcnews@gmail.com.  Here's a few from Spring Lake in the last couple of 
weeks: 

‘Out 1st time this year with another member and his son. 
All 3 species caught, including a Tiger and several 
Browns over 20”. Best fly on the day for me was the 
Vampire Leech  Other variants of leeches proved 
effective. We were throat sampling all day and a small 
Guns ‘n Roses chironomid was a perfect match for what 
they had in their bellies but no luck on them. Good to see 

that all fish were healthy, but the Browns seemed to have been dieting as they were 
thinner than those in other lakes.’  

-‘Some of my neighbours were out with the kids, nothing yet’. 
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-‘Been out quite a few times. Caught lots of stockers just out from the club pier and a 
brown and a rainbow both in the 5-7lb class, fat and solid,– leech and minnow patterns 
worked, especially the Vampire Leech. Also caught a Prussian Carp about 15 -17” and 
have heard of a few others caught over the winter.’ Ed.Note: if you catch a PC (no 
political pun intended) please kill it, keep the carcass, and phone GoA’s Nicole Kimmel 
at 780-427-7791 

-‘Weds 22nd -  a few smaller fish, then the wind picked up. Perfect for a balanced leech 
under an indicator. Then all big fish. None under 2lbs. Biggest. 6-7lbs. 2 tigers. First 
ever. Lost a couple of good fish. Hook pulled out. Had one at the net that I could hardly 
get in. Never did. Hook pulled. Total of good fish: 12 – 15’ 

- ‘Thurs 23rd pm - chironomid hatches coming off constantly. A few small stockers taken 
on black and silver, guns and roses, and black size 14s but nothing consistent.  Most of 
the couple of dozen small fish taken on a gold or chartreuse bead damsel fly. Also, 
couple of 18-20 inch rainbows and a 25”+ tiger in 2 feet of water.’ 

-‘Fri 24th - nothing for a couple hours, then 5 stockers followed by 4 over 20” including a 
brown (24”) and a rainbow (26”). Finished with a 12” rainbow that sure liked to jump. 
Burgundy balanced leech caught them all, mostly 6’ down’ 

-‘Mon 27th – noticed algae blooms already and fishing was quite slow today.  

  A Bit About Tigers - some of us first 
encountered this species when fishing in 
Manitoba and were so impressed by their 
colours and fighting ability that we pleaded 
with Alberta’s Fisheries Management to 
bring them to Alberta. In 2015 they agreed. 
At first, they were stocked in just a couple of 
locations but now they’re stocked across the 
province, including Spring Lake. It takes the 
eggs of a  brook trout, and the milt of a 
brown to create them. Males develop more 
striking colours than females.  

The province didn’t put any tigers into Spring until the spring of 2022 -1500 of them 
17cm long. In ’23 another 1500 at 19.5cm and the same number this year at 20.3cm. 
They start out by eating insects, larvae etc. but by the time they’re about 30cm they 
become piscivorous - small baitfish (and hopefully your minnow flies) become their 
primary target. They grow rapidly, 45cm+ in a relatively short time compared to other 
species, mostly because of their predatory feeding patterns. Largest I saw at Spring in 
‘23 was about 32cm. but there are probably larger ones. Even more than most trout 
species, tiger trout prefer colder water, so after spring, when water temperatures rise, 
they’ll spend most of their time in 15 to 20 feet drop-offs from their feeding areas. Let us 
know the size you catch this year - in inches or cms!     etfcnews@gmail.com 
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 Chuck’s Fly of the Month - Chuck’s not able to provide one this month but 
there are literally thousands of patterns online to imitate virtually every trout food 
item you can think of. And if you don’t have a computer there’s some fly tying 
books in ETFC’s library housed at the AWF offices at 13045-156 
St., Edmonton.  

 
 Member Comment: “I prefer worms” – OK! It’s easy to see why as 

just about every species that swims in freshwater will eat a wiggling 
worm – well, maybe not humans.  Most ETFC members, I think, 
prefer to use flies, especially if they don’t want to keep fish or have already 
caught the limit, as fish are much more likely to swallow live and natural baits 
leading to injury and mortality.  
 

 Kids Can Catch - Fort Saskatchewan Pond - Saturday, June 8, 2024, from 
10am – 3pm. Volunteers to help the kids at the event still needed and welcome!  
Contact Laura Volkman, Event Coordinator, ACA | Sherwood Park with any 
questions or to sign up  PHONE 780-695-3462 
 

 Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS)  - the provincial government is setting up a 
Provincial Task Force as there are ‘serious implications related to further spread 
and new species’ in the province. Besides the environmental damage, there will 
be more boating restrictions. The Eastern Irrigation District now requires 
watercraft inspections and certification before watercraft can be launched on its 
reservoirs and Waterton National Park has imposed watercraft restrictions on its 
reservoirs too.  

 
  
OTHER SUMMER RESIDENTS OF SPRING LAKE:  

Common Loon  -  the pride of the Village! Not always the 
friend of anglers though as a loon family with 2 chicks can eat 
about a half-ton of fish over a 15-week period. They can live 
over 15 years and are surprisingly fast flyers – up to 112 km/hr!  

 

 

American Coot -some call them mudhens - they 
mostly eat plants and small bugs; build a floating nest - 
often more than one - so be careful when rowing! 
Ornithologists insist they are not ducks!  
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American White Pelican - what a wonderful 
bird is the pelican, its beak can hold more than its 
belly can - up to 3 gallons of water! Their wings can 
sometimes stretch more than 9 feet from tip to tip. 
They often line up in a group and herd fish into the 
shallows where they’ll eat several pounds of fish 
each day - mostly minnows but at Spring small 

rainbow, brown, and tiger trout too. 

 

Common Tern - is an agile flyer, capable of rapid turns and 
swoops, hovering, and vertical take-off. When seeking fish, this tern 
flies head-down and with its bill held vertically. It may circle or hover 
before diving, and then plunges directly into the water. 

 

Osprey - powerful birds with a 
wingspan of up to 6 ft. and 3” talons. They can 
dive up to a metre under the surface and even 
swim a little to catch and carry fish up to 50% of 
their own body weight. You might hear them make 
a loud whistling sound. It’s really none of our 
business but they have a mating ritual I’ve never 
heard of before – the male offers the female a fish 
first! Maybe that’s why they’re monogamous – 
worth trying?   

 

Red-necked Grebe - eats small fish, insects and, 
for some unknown reason, many of its own feathers 
which it then feeds to its chicks. Careful, they’re 
known to swim straight across floating lines.and get 
caught up in them!  

Red-winged Blackbird - there’s at least 22 
subspecies of this bird, but it’s tough to tell them 
apart. They can fly fast - up to 48 kph - and they 
need to! One male may have up to 15 different 
females nesting in his territory! Wow! 
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Bald Eagle - have you spotted the nest at 
Spring Lake? - here’s a clue: 

 E. F. Hayward 
Perched high aloft, in stately pine, 
An object greets the eyes; 
A mass of brush and limbs entwine 
The Home of one that flies. 

 

 
 
All the very best for the summer from the ETFC Executive members: 
 
Chuck, Ernest, Gaetan, Jacqueline, Ken, Larry, Michael, Peter, Randy, Ray and Ron! 
 
 
Next Newsletter – will be appearing on your screen on Sept 1, 2024. 
 
Meanwhile we’re open to and hope for suggestions, questions, and contributions for 
future monthly editions. Let us know what you’d like to see included, fishing questions 
(we’ll do our best to research answers from reputable sources), discussion topics, the 
ETFC property, boat storage, membership et al.  Email us at etfcnews@gmail.com  - we 
won’t use your name unless you indicate otherwise. And please share a fishing report or 
two – some of our members are new to fishing and I too need all the help I can get! 
 
PSL/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


